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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Smoking Policy Committee receives suggestions 
Ideas from complying with Ottawa County's rules to a smoke-free cam-
pus were discussed at an open forum held February 18 in the Kirkhof 
Center. A handful of people shared their thoughts with members of the 
university Smoking Policy Committee. 
Amy Campbell , wellness coordinator for Grand Valley's Fitness and 
Wellness Center, told the committee that whi le smokers need to be 
educated rather than alienated, she would like to see the current policy 
changed. "I think the university should implement a policy similar to 
Ottawa County and require smokers to be 25 feet from buildings," she 
said. 
Currently smoking is prohibited inside campus buildings or in and 
around living centers. 
Laurie Witucki, an associate professor of chemistry who is a member 
of the committee, said a few faculty members have told her they want 
a smoke-free campus. Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students 
Across Campus 
Alumnus helps launch Japan exchange 
When Yuichi Kondo first came to Grand Valley from Japan some 30 
years ago on an exchange program, he loved it so much that he trans-
ferred to Grand Valley to complete his degree. Now, he is the associate 
dean of academic affairs at 
Reisumeikan Asia-Pacific 
University (APU), in Beppu, 
Japan. He returned to Grand 
Valley on February 15 to 
help launch a new exchange 
program with his current 
institution. 
Kondo studied at Grand 
From left: Chris Barbee, Mark Schaub, Valley as part of a student 
Yuichi Kondo and Wendy Wenner exchange agreement with 
International Christian University near Tokyo. He transferred to Grand 
Valley in Fall 1978, and earned a bachelor 's degree in behavioral sci-
ences in 1979. He returned to Grand Valley to sign a memorandum of 
understanding document between APU and Grand Valley to launch what 
is hoped will become a student-for-student exchange partnership. 
"Dr. Kondo approached us because of his own experience with what he 
calls 'Grand Valley's charm and welcoming atmosphere,"' said Mark 
Schaub, executive director of the Padnos International Center at Grand 
Valley. "He said that atmosphere is perfect for APU's current under-
graduates. And APU would like to host Grand Valley students in Japan 
on study abroad semesters." 
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who co-chairs the committee, 
said becoming smoke-free on the 
Allendale Campus would be much 
different than other campuses. 
"Students at the downtown cam-
pus would only have to walk a 
few feet to smoke off campus. In 
Allendale, that would mean walk-
ing to Lake Michigan Drive or 
48th Street," he said. 
Committee members said they 
have also received e-mail sug-
gestions and students, faculty and 
staff will have a chance to com-
ment through an online survey sent Smoking Policy Committee forum 
to their e-mail address. The committee will review all suggestions before 
making a recommendation to the University Leadership Team. 
···---------------------------
Monson 1 Neck Deep· in awards 
Ander Monson, Grand Valley assistant professor of writing, is the recent 
recipient of three awards. 
The Great Lakes Colleges Association recognized Monson 's book, Neck 
Deep and Other Predicaments, with a New Writers Award. Though the 
awards are in their 39th year, Monson 
received the first award in the creative 
non-fiction category, which began in 
2008. Winning authors receive $4,000 and 
have the opportunity to tour the associa-
tion 's 12 colleges giving readings , meet-
ing with students and faculty and leading 
discussions or classes. 
The Christopher Isherwood Foundation 
I .. 
' . .... ~.  ~ .. /~ 
·~ Ander Monson 
contributes significantly to the flourishing of American letters by award-
ing grants to published novelists. Monson 's works, Other Electricities 
and Neck Deep and Other Predicaments, were recognized with a $3,000 
grant, to enable the writer to devote time to writing projects and provide 
funds for research. 
Monson was also honored at a Distinguished Alumni program February 
14 at Knox College, where he earned a bachelor 's degree in creative 
writing in 1997. Monson 's three books were recognized, including his 
poetry collection, Vacationland. 
Monson, who came to Grand Valley as a visiting professor in 2003 , is 
also editor of the magazine Diagram, and the New Michigan Press. 
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Across Campus 
Muskegon documentary wins grants 
Grand Valley has been awarded grants of $15,000 from the Michigan 
Humanities Council and $5,000 from the Community Foundation for 
Muskegon County, and a $5,000 gift from Alcoa Howmet to support 
Jan Fedewam, of MHC, pres-
ents check to Jim Schaub. 
production of the documentary, "Up 
from the Bottoms: African American 
Migration to Muskegon, Michigan." 
The awards were presented at Grand 
Valley 's Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon. 
"The Bottoms is a low-lying area near 
Jackson Hill ," said project director, 
producer and editor, Jim Schaub. "The 
area was inhabited by many African 
Americans who came from the South in 
the 1940s and '60s for jobs in the factories, but weren 't necessarily given 
a place to live. Many slept in railroad cars, or shared beds in trailers and 
hand-built shacks." 
Schaub said they have conducted about a dozen interviews and the sto-
ries are rich and fascinating. Many of the migratory people started small 
businesses to support themselves and service their growing community. 
Barbershops, markets and other small businesses grew out of peoples ' 
homes. There was some racial tension during these times, but many of 
the residents tell of how friendly and accepting the people of Muskegon 
were. "We expect to hear a broad range of stories and will let the story tell 
itself," Schaub said. 
The documentary, which is part of the Library of Congress Veterans 
History Project, will consist of interviews, historical footage and photo-
graphs. Some historical recreations will also be shot. As a partner with the 
Library of Congress, Grand Valley will archive all of the interviews in its 
Special Collections. 
Grand Valley 's School of Communications and Department of History 
will provide research and other forms of support. Schaub's production 
team includes School of Communications ' students and alumni. For more 
information about the documentary, contact Jim Schaub at x 13633 or visit 
www.upfromthebottoms.com. 
NSF grant proposals sought 
Proposals are being sought for the next round of National Science 
Foundation Advance Professional Development Grants. Proposals are due 
March 10. 
The NSF grants are a means to address the underrepresentation of women 
in the academic sciences and engineering. The grants are available to help 
meet career-relevant needs of individual faculty that, if met, will increase 
the participation and advancement of women faculty in science and engi-
neering at Grand Valley. The grants support a range of activities neces-
sary for scholarly work in science and engineering fields. Applications 
for Spring/Summer and Fall 2008 must be received no later than 5 p.m. 
March 10. Awards will be announced April 1. For more information, 
contact Kathleen Underwood at underwok@gvsu.edu or Shaily Menon at 
menons @gvsu.edu. 
GVSU joins recruitment consortium 
Twenty-four public and private Michigan colleges and universities have 
banded together to launch the Michigan Higher Education Recruitment 
Consortium (Ml-HERC) to share information and resources to attract and 
retain talented faculty and staff. 
The consortium is designed to make it easier to recruit and retain talented 
faculty and staff by helping spouses/partners find openings at nearby uni-
versities within the same region , to create networking opportunities and 
share best practices among member institutions through regular meetings, 
and to reduce costs through joint purchasing arrangements. 
The MI-HERC Web site is at www.michiganherc.org. Call Human 
Resources at xl2215 with any questions . 
••• 
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GV Faces 
Erin Babson 
Manager of operations, 
Pew Campus 
Grand Valley alumna Erin Babson loves the variety 
in her job. As manager of operations for the Pew 
Campus, she oversees operations for the bus system 
and Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. She 
is also involved in local neighborhood and business 
organizations surrounding the downtown campus. 
Babson's background began in hotel hospitality. 
When a clerical position opened at Grand Valley, she 
jumped at the opportunity to expand her customer 
service experience in another direction. 
"It's nice to be part of something that is always grow-
ing and getting more involved in the community," 
said Babson. "I'm always proud to tell people where I 
work and what I do." 
Babson feels her work, which includes scheduling, 
planning budgets and marketing, makes a difference. 
That difference is most noticeable when it comes to 
the bus system. 
"I really enjoy seeing it all come together. It 's been 
amazing to see all the changes that have occurred 
over the years. In 2000 
and 2001, we had 175,000 
riders for the entire year," 
she said. "And now we 
can beat that in a month." 
Babson said she is sur-
prised by how much she 
has come to love buses. 
"I honestly really enjoy 
the bus work. I like the Erin Babson 
people I get to work with. It keeps me motivated." 
Now working with the university 's master planning 
group for parking, traffic and transportation, Babson 
will be up for a new challenge. As the bus system 
continues to grow, she will be looking down the road 
to figure out how to accommodate the upcoming 
changes. 
'Tm looking forward to the challenge," said Babson. 
"I like the feeling when everyone chips in to get a 
large project done." 
Babson is originally from Saginaw and graduated 
from Grand Valley with a degree in communications 
in 2002. She now resides in Lowell , where she and 
her husband have just finished building a new home. 
Across Campus 
Civic Studio Project founder honored 
The efforts of Paul Wittenbraker as an advocate for creating connections 
between the academic community and the larger community were recently 
recognized with a Michigan Campus Compact Award. 
Michigan Campus Compact is a coalition of college and university presi-
dents, with 41 member-campuses and a goal of building civic engagement 
into campus and academic life. The Faculty/Staff Community Service-
Learning Award is given to one person from each 
campus who engages or influences students to be 
involved in community service or service-learning. 
Wittenbraker, a faculty member in the Department 
of Art and Design at Grand Valley, started the 
Civic Studio Project in 1999, as a course in public 
art. Each semester, his students establish a tempo-
Paul Wittenbraker rary studio in the community and make art that is 
locally relevant. Participants also contribute volun-
teer service to existing agencies and programs near the studio. 
"Through these projects the students learn about the communities they 
are living and working in ," said Wittenbraker. " It changes their view of 
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public service, public space, audience and the possibilities for community 
engagement and for a larger educational connection for art." 
This semester students are at work on the Civic Studio Wealthy Project, 
which focuses on public space along the full length of Wealthy Street, 
from the former Butterworth Dump near John Ball Zoo to Reeds Lake in 
East Grand Rapids. Each studio member is researching one of 15 sections 
to discover its history, current status and theorize what could be. They will 
report their findings on Viget, a wiki for the City of Grand Rapids , started 
in March 2007, by Wittenbraker, Michael Greene and George Wietor. 
Viget is a collaborative project of Civic Studio and G-RAD.org. 
Nominations sought for Women's Awards 
The annual Celebration of Women Awards ceremony, set for March J 9, 
is seeking nominations in five award categories for students, faculty and 
staff. Nominations are due by 5 p.m. March 3. 
Complete descriptions of each award and applications can be accessed 
at www.gvsu.edu/women_cen, or www.gvsu.edu/w_commission. For 
questions, contact Jo Ann Wassenaar, assistant director of Grand Valley's 
Women's Center, at xl2748. 
••• 
What·s Ahead 
Checkhov technique in 'Dining Room' 
Artist-in-residence Wil Kilroy presents "The Dining 
Room," on Thursday, February 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC, Allendale Campus. 
A co-founder of The National Michael Chekhov 
Association and the director of the Michael Checkhov 
Summer Theatre Institute for the past 14 years, guest . . 
f W.l K'l -· ·11 b . d . d WJ/ Kilroy pro essor 1 1 roy w1 e mtro ucmg stu ents to 
the acting techniques established by Michael Checkhov. Following an 
intense week of workshops and rehearsals the students will apply the tech-
niques in a production of the play, "The Dining Room," by A. R. Gurney. 
For more information, contact Karen Libman, associate professor of 
theatre, at libmank@gvsu.edu , or call x13510. 
Eating disorder screening offered 
The Counseling and Career Development Center is offering free screen-
ings as part of National Eating Disorders Screening Day on February 28. 
Counseling Center staff will offer students, faculty and staff, the opportu-
nity to fill out a brief screening questionnaire for eating disorders. They 
will also provide information on healthy eating behaviors, body image 
and self-esteem issues, and how to help a friend with an eating disorder. 
Individuals will have a chance to speak one-on-one with a counselor about 
their results. Referral information to campus resources will be provided, if 
appropriate. 
For more information, call x 13266. Screening locations are: 
• Kirkhof Main Lobby: 10 a.m. -1 p.m. 
• Kleiner Commons: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• De Vos Center Student Project Area: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
• Center for Health Sciences Canepa Grand Lobby: 11 :30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
• Campus Recreation Center (Allendale): 4-7 p.m. 
• Counseling and Career Development Center (204 STU): 9 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Media analyst discusses newspaper 
Local media analyst Jeff Smith will give a presentation on "Dictators, 
Old & New: How the Grand Rapids Press reports on Latin America," on 
February 26. Smith is founder and director of the Grand Rapids Institute 
for Information Democracy (GRIID) , which for 10 years has taught media 
literacy, served as a media watchdog and supported community groups. 
In 2007, GRIID merged with Media Mouse: www.mediamouse.org. Since 
1988, Smith has worked on human rights in Guatemala and southern 
Mexico. The event is sponsored by Latin American Studies. For more 
information, call Barb Blankemeier at x 18 I 10 or areastudies@gvsu.edu. 
Program looks at free trade agreements 
Free Trade Agreements continue to be negotiated around the world. As the 
complexities of supply chains continue to evolve, managing the operation-
al effects of these agreements on a global organization become even more 
challenging. Grand Valley 's Van Andel Global Trade Center is holding a 
program to look at those effects and focus on the best practices of leading 
global organizations located in West Michigan. 
' . 
The seminar is Friday, February 29, from 8:30-11:30 a.m. in the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences. Speakers include Bob King of Access 
Business Group and Renee Goetzinger of Steelcase, Inc. The fee is $225, 
or $125 for members. The registration deadline is February 28 at noon. 
For more information or to register, visit www.vagtc.org or call x 16811. 
Symposium features great wine, food 
WGVU and D&W Fresh Market present West Michigan's premier wine 
tasting event at The Public Museum in Grand Rapids on Friday, February 
29, from 7:30-10 p.m. During The Great Wine & Food Symposium, guests 
will choose from more than 300 international wine selections and more 
than 25 tables of select gourmet foods provided by D&W Fresh Market. 
The event features live classical music and discounts on wines ordered 
during the evening. 
WGVU anticipates a sell-out crowd. Tickets are available by calling (800) 
442-2771. Tickets are available in advance for $45 per person; if any tick-
ets remain, they will be available for $55 per person at the door. Guests 
must be 21 years or older to attend and present a valid ID. Tickets are 
non-refundable. For more information, visit www.wgvu.org. 
Suicide awareness and education program 
The Counseling and Career Development Center has launched a new 
suicide prevention program called QPR. The letters stand for "Question, 
Persuade and Refer." 
QPR is a one hour program that is nationally recognized to provide infor-
mation regarding suicide prevention. Attendees learn about suicide preven-
tion, how to recognize the signs and symptoms, how to ask if someone is 
suicidal and how to assist and make referrals . 
QPR training is open to administrators, faculty, staff, and students. It is 
presented every Wednesday at 10 a.m. and every Thursday at 3 p.m. Space 
is limited to 15 people per session. To reserve a space, call the Counseling 
and Career Development Center at x13266 or visit at 204 STU. 
••• 
4 Forum I February 25, 2008 
ALENDAR OF 
General events 
February 25-29: Jean Swap. Women 's Center. 
Call x 12748 for more information. 
Ongoing - March 21: Inuit Art Exhibit. PAD. 
Call x 12515 for more information. 
Ongoing - March 28: "Shifting Scale" Art 
Exhibit. 1121 PAC. Call xl2564 for more 
information. 
Mon., Feb. 25 
Noon: Alzheimer's Support Group. 242 KC. Call 
x 12215 for more information. 
2 p.m.: "The Origins of Black Classicism." 
215/2 16 KC. Call x13165 for more informa-
tion. 
4 p.m.: Retirement Party for Dewey Newsome. 
AH. Call xl8800 for more information. 
5 p.m.: "Effectiveness of African American 
Mus lims during the Civi l Right Movement." 
204 KC. E-mai l gvsumsa@gmail.com for 
more information. 
Tues., Feb. 26 
8:30 a.m.: Excellence Series presents "American 
Indian 101." 123 CHS. Call xl2215 for more 
information. 
Noon: Career Planning and Decision-Making. 
204 STU. Call x 13266 for more information. 
1 p.m. : "Voices from Iraq." Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Call x 18 J 09 for more information. 
l p.m.: "Dictators, Old & New: How the Grand 
Rapids Press Reports on Latin America." 
215/216 KC. Call xl8109 for more informa-
tion . 
1:30 p.m.: Excellence Series presents "American 
Indian 101." 250 KC. Call x l2215 for more 
information. 
Wed., Feb. 27 
10 a.m.: PLAN (Plan for Laker Admjssion 
Now). 303C DEY. Call x l 2215 for more 
information . 
Noon: Toastmasters. 167 LOH. Call xl2204 for 
more information. 
Noon: Brown Bag with Robyn McGee. 204 KC. 
Call x 12215 for more information. 
5 p.m.: CRP Discussion Groups. DEV. Call 
xl8655 for more information. 
7 p.m. : Hungry for More. Grand River Room, 
KC. Call x 12748 for more information. 
Thurs., Feb. 28 
7:30 a. m.: Toastmasters. UClub. Call xl7337 for 
more information. 
5 p.m.: CRP Discussion Groups. LOH. Call 
xl 8655 for more information. 
VENTS 
6:30 p.m.: Venderbush Leadership Reception . 
AH. Call x 12345 for more information. 
7 p.m.: "Why Asian Studies and Why Now." 
DEY. Call x 18109 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Artist-in-residence Wil Kilroy pres-
ents "The Dining Room." LAT, PAC. Call 
x 13510 for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 29 
9:30 a.m.: "Confucian Perspectives on Human 
Rights and Social Justice." DEY. Call xl8109 
for more information. 
l p.m.: "Globalizing Bioethics? Japan's 
Questions about Religion and Philosophy." 
DEY. Call x18109 for more information. 
3: 15 p.m.: "Converging Di scourses on Gender 
and Human Rights in Indonesia." DEY. Call 
xl8109 for more information. 
Sat., March 1 
10 a.m.: "Diversity as Public Good: Buddhist 
Reflections on the Meaning of Difference." 
DEY. Call x18109 for more information . 
1 p.m. : "Panel Discuss ion with the Presenters: 
Peter Hershock, Wi lliam Lafleur, Henry 
Rosemont, & Nelly van Doorn-Herder." DEY. 
Call x18109 for more information. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Shawn Watson, Muskegon Regional Center 
Program Coordinator, was interviewed by 
WZZM 13-TV and MUS 98-FM regarding her 
coordination of West Michigan 's first transfer 
fair, "Transitions Fair: Step into Your Future." 
The fair had representation from Grand Valley, 
Western Michigan University, Ferris and 
Muskegon Community College. 
Shelley Irwin of WGVU interviewed College of 
Liberal Art Studies Dean Frederick J. Antczak, 
for the second time in what is now a monthly 
series called "Regarding Politics." The inter-
view was broadcast on Monday, February 11 . 
Recordings of interviews are available on www. 
gvsu. edu/clas. 
Steve Glass , associate dean of College of 
International Studies and professor of move-
ment science, was interviewed by Rapid Growth 
about Grand Valley's sustainabil ity assessment 
project. He also taped three segments for WZZM 
13 's "Healthy You" show. The topic was health 
and fitness assessments. 
Sketches 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, co-
authored the article "A new approach for detect-
ing patient- treatment matching in psychological 
therapy," with S. Ondersma. It was published in 
the Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 
27, 56-69 (2008). 
Jeff Steffel , assistant professor of criminal jus-
tice, presented the annual law enforcement legal 
update to the Michigan Chiefs of Police at their 
2008 Mid-Winter Conference. 
Michael Yuhas, professor of accounting, co-
authored an article titled "Passive Activity 
Losses: Learning to Live With the Self-Renal 
Rule," published in Journal of Taxation, January 
2008. 
Jonathan White, executive director of the 
Homeland Defense Initiative, recently published 
Terrorism and Homeland Security, 6th edition. 
Brian Hatzel , assistant professor of movement 
science, Dan Vaughn, associate professor of 
physical therapy, Tim Strickler, professor of 
biomedical sciences and Steve Glass, professor 
of movement sc ience, along with three physical 
therapy graduate students: Eli ssa Kinney, Jodi 
Wusthoff and Amy Zyck, published a manuscript 
titled "Activation of the trapezius muscle during 
varied forms of Kendall exercises." The research 
was published in Physical Therapy in Sport, 
January 2008. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of phi-
losophy, presented "Medieval and Modern 
Encounters between Science and Religion ," at 
the Grand Dialogue Conference. She also accept-
ed the invitation to be on the Scientific Board of 
Cultura, a Romanian journal of philosophy. 
Roger Ellis, professor of theatre, served as 
an international observer to the 24th National 
Drama Festival in Helsi nki , Fin land. Here he 
led a series of di scussions on "The Artistic 
Development of Global Amateur Theatre." 
